Methodiſm Diſplayed ; 
REMARKS 


| UPON 
Mr. WHaiTEFIELDS 
. 


A 


Biſhop of LO NDO Ns 


LAST 


PASTORAL LETTER. 


IN A 


Letter to Mr. piteffeld, or in his Abſence to A & v 
of his Abettors. 


Wie unto the fooliſh Prophets, that follow their own Spirit, and 
have ſeen nothing. | 
They have ſeen Vanity, and lying Divination, ſaying, the Lord 
faith ; and the Lord hath not ſent them: and they have made 
others to hope that they would confirm the Word. 


Have ye not ſeen a vain Vifion, and have ye not ſpoken a lying 


Divination ? — | Exek. ill. 3, 6, 7. 


By JAMES BAT E, M. A. 
REecTtor of St, PAU T's DEPTFORD; 
| AND 
Formerly Cy APLA1N to his Excellency Horatio Walpole, 
Eſq; his MajesTY's Ambaſſador Extraordinary and Ple- 
nipotentiary at the Court of France. 


"SES. 0-6 
Printed for JOHN CARTER, at the Blackmore's Head, 
qꝓpoſite to the Royal Exchange, in Cornhill, (Price 64. 


———. 


e 


METHODISM 


J FF LA Y-ED; 


O R, 


REMARKS, &C. 


Ea Rcſuming that my Lo RD of 

London will hardly think it 
39 worth while to make any Re- 
STS ply to that Treatiſe of yours, 
which you call an Anſwer to his laſt Paſtoral 
Letter; J have ventured to make ſome few 
Remarks upon it, which J ſhall proceed, 
without any further Preface or Apology, 


to offer to the Conſideration of yourſelf, or 
any of your Abettors. 


B I ſhall 


2 1 


I ſhall begin with the middle Paragraph 


of Page 5. Where you apprehend yourſelf 


pointed at by that Poſition of his Lo K p- 
SHIP — © Thata diligent Attendance up- 
on the Duties of our Station is, in the ſtric- 
© teſt Senſe, the ſerving of God” and then 
you cry out that ---< you never affirmed the 
* contrary”. 


Sir, You are not charged with affirmimg 
the contrary ; but ſince you chooſe to bring 
this Point upon the Carpet, J muſt tell you 
that all the World can juſtify the Charge of 
of your practicing the contrary, and that's 
worſe : Witneſs the Numbers of poor 
Tradeſmen who daily leave their Families 
to ſtarye, only to ramble after you. Shew 
us, if you can, that you ever rebuked any 
of them tor ſo doing. 


You proceed in the ſame Page to give us 

a Specimen of that Meekneſs which be- 
« comes a Diſciple of Chriſt, and of that 
« Humility and Reverence which is due 
from a Presbyter to a Biſhop of the 
Church of God”—in a pert Animadyer- 
ſion upon his LORPDSHI for calling 
« Lukewarmneſs 


ö 


* 
— 
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«* Lukewarmneſs a very imperfe& State of 
« Chriſtianity,” when in Truth, ſay you, 
it is no State of Chriſtianity at all.” To 
prove this you alledge an Authority from 
St. Paul; 2 Cor. xiii. 5. and then conclude 
your Paragraph with promiſing 79 beg his 


Lo RD SH IP's Pardon if you have miſtaken 
his Expreſſion. 


Jam ſure you ought, were it feaſible, 
heartily to beg St. Paul's; for you have 
evidently and (fo plain is the Context, that) 
J fear alſo wilfully perverted the Senſe of 
the Apoſtle, ſo as to ſtrip this whole 
Chapter of all Scope and Meaning. A fine 
way this, of dividing the Il ord of God, 
Brother Whitefield, when a Man violently 
divides Text from Context, ſo as to make 
errant Nonſenſe of both! — The Cate was 
this; the Church of Corinth was troubled 
with a ſort of Diſſenters ſtubborn enough to 
deny the Divine Authority even of St. Paul 
himſelf; as we find in ver. 3. — Since ye 
ſeek a Proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in me, 
(then follows a Parentheſis, till you come 
to the Verſe by you perverted) /znce, lays he, 
ye ſeek a he. 7 Chriſt ſpeaking in me, 


Examine 


1 


Examine yourſeFves whether ye be in the 
Faith; prove your own ſelves; know ye 
not your own ſekves that Jeſus Chriſt is in 


you, except ye be Reprobates, As if 


he had faid —© If ye doubt of my Apoſtolic 
« Commiſſion, ſearch your own Hearts for 
© a Proof of it. For if ye have not re- 
« nounced your Faith in form, and turn'd 


Apoſtates, ye will find that Jeſus Chriſt zs 


in you, 1. c. preſent with you virtually, by 
« thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Spirit which 
ye received upon my Preaching ; and which 
are conſequently a Scal ſet to my Apoſ- 
e tolic Commiſſion by Heaven itſelf. For, 
« thoſe Gifts do not only prove the Divine 
* Authority of your Faith, but they are 
«alſo a Collateral Proof of my Divine 
*« Commiſſion to preach that Faith to you. 
--- Which latter was the Apoſtle's ſole Aim 
in this Text. 


But you, it ſeems, muſt pervert a plain 
Text, only to revive an old, exploded, Fa- 
natical Notion, of very evil Tendency, that 
none can be ſure they are in a ſalvable 
State, but ſuch as K N O W that Jeſus Chriſt 
is in them, that he is FORMED in them, 
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ſo as to be CERTAINLY FELT in them. 
1 call this an exploded Notion, becauſe it 
has often been confuted ; I call it a dan- 
gerous one, becauſe, as Dr. Stebbing has 
obſerved, it is inconſiſtent with the Nature 
of that State of Tryal we now are in, and 
ſuppoſes us to walk not by Faith, as ſays 
the Apoſtle, but by Sight. And I add, 
whoever thinks he walks by Sight and not 
by Faith, muſt needs go a Step or two 
further: --- Such an one muſt not only 
thenceforward tread without Caution, tak- 
ing no heed leſt he fall, but muſt of Courſe 
be carried at laſt into that higheſt piece of 
Preſumption — that he ig actually) arrived 
at a State of Impeccability, — that conſe- 
quently, what are Sins in others are none in 
him, — ſuch Actions as are unlawful to 
others are lawful to him. And would ſome 
Perſon of Abilities, Leiſure and Induſtry, 
but take the Pains to collect from Anci- 
ent and Modern Hiſtories, all the fooliſh, 
wicked and extravagant Actions that have 
ſprung from theſe Principles, and publiſh 
them under the Title of An Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of Enthuſiam, Ancient aud Modern, 
it would ſhew us the excellent Uſe of the 
Apoſtle's 


ES] 


Apoſtle's Præmonition, (that we walk by 
Faith and not by Sight) and might prove a 
Work of no ſmall Seryice to the preſent 
Age. But to return. 


As to his Lok DSH1P's calling that an 
e Imperfet State of Chriſtianity,” which 
you ſay is © no State of Chriſtianity at all.” 
--- Conſider, a Baptized Chriſtian, who has 
not actually and formally renounced his 
Faith, however Lukewarm or Wicked, has 
by Baptiſm a Covenanted Right to the Com- 
forts of God's Spirit, upon his qualiſying 
himſelf to receive it by Repentance and 
Amendment; as alſo to the Pardon of his 
paſt Sins through the Merits of Chriſt, up- 
on the ſame Terms of Amendment and Re- 
pentance. Whereas an unbaptized Heathen 
has no ſuch Covenanted Rights ; he neither 
can Repent as he ought, nor expe& a 
Pardon if he could Repent : Becauſe --- he 
has no Right to apply the Merits of Chriſt 
to himſelf, I take no Notice of your miſ- 
quoting his Lo RDSHI ; for though my 
Lox vp does not ſay an Imperfect State of 
Chriſtianity as you falſely affirm, but only 
— an iimperfect State in general, yet it may 
be 


3 


be fairly enough preſumed that he meant it. 
And I hope I have as fairly proved that if 
he did, he meant what — was ſtrictly 
right. 


You go on, Page 6, to Criticiſe upon this 
dark Expreſſion of my Lok D's, as you call 
it Nor need they any other Evidence 
« beſides thoſe good Diſpoſitions they find 
« in their Hearts, that the Holy Spirit of 
« God co-operates with their honeſt En- 
« deayours to ſubdue Sin and grow in 
« Goodneſs.” — And ſpend Page 7. in 
proving that good Diſpoſitions or Deſires are 
no ſufficient Evidence of the Spirit, with- 
out good Habits. But pray, what occaſion 
is there for this ſubtile Diſtinction, when 
— to the good Diſpoſitions my LORD 
ſpeaks of, you ſee he immediately ſubjoins, 
(in the fame Period) honeſt Endeavours, to 
ſubdue Sin and grow in Goodneſs ; which is 
all that either we can do, or God can expect 
of us, in our preſent State of Probation and 
Imperfection. Can't you plainly ſee, now, 
what my LoRD means by — good Diſ- 
poſitions, when you find them ſo cloſely 


conjoined 


E- 9-3 


conjoined with actual Endeavours to ſubdue 
Sin and grow in Goodneſs. 


Well; his LORDSHI immediately 
adds, © nor that Perſevering in their Courſe, 
« and praying to God for his Aſſiſtance, and 
« relying upon the Merits of Chriſt for the 
&« Pardon of all ſuch Sins, Failings and Im- 
<« perfections, as are MORE or leſs unayoid- 
« able in this mortal State, c. — in your 
Remarks upon which Paſſage you inſinuate, 
that his Lox DSH1P has a formal Deſign 
of excluding the Sin of Original Corruption 
out of the Chriſtian Scheme. A Suſpicion, 
by the bye, which you could never have 
entertained, had you been as well acquaint- 
ed with his LORDSHIP'Ss Writings as you 
ought. But pray — how does the Omiſſion 
of a particular Notice of it by name, imply 
an actual Excluſion of it? And does not 
his LoR DSHIP ſpeak of Sins MORE or 
leſs unavoidable? And would not a candid 
Spirit have included Original Corruption in 
the former? Sure I am, both that the 
Words will well allow it, and that they 
preſently conyeyed that Idea to me, at my 
firſt Reading them. 

You 


191 


You come next to his LORDSHIP's 
Caution againſt Enthuſiaſm ; which you 


ſuppoſe, and with good Reaſon I grant, 


to be intended more particularly againſt 
yourſelf, You begin with obſerving that 
according to the fair Rules of Writing, it 
was incumbent on his Lox D$H I to have 
ſhewn, that the Word Enthuſiaſt had a 
good as well as a bad Meaning; ſignifying 
no more than @ Perſon in God. But, Sir, 
from whence do you prove this to be the 
true Meaning of the Word ? Not from 
Scripture ſure, becauſe tis no Scriptural 
Term; nor from the ancient Greek Authors, 
who firft made and compounded the Word; 
-— becauſe among them it ſignifies no ſuch 
Thing as a Perſon in God, but the very 
reverſe, viz. 4 Perſon in whom God is, —— 
or rather in whom he Devil 7s. --- Except 
you allow the Heathen Deitics and Oracles 
were real Gods, and not Devils in Diſ- 


guiſe, 


I cannot ſee what you can deduce from 


that Text of St. Peter, of our being Har- 


takers of the Divine Nature. Nor from 
thoſe other Citations in the following Para- 
C graph, 
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graph, Page 10. Thoſe Expreſſions are 
manifeſtly Alluſions, originally to the Body 
Natural, (whoſe Members are one with the 
Head) --- tranſlated thence to Bodies Politic, 
(whoſe Members are one with the Ruling 
Head) --- and thence applied to the myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, (whoſe Members are one 
with God their Supreme Head.) And who 
ever denied the Truth of this; or who can 
deny the Truth of this Interpretation ? 


You proceed, Page 9, 10. further to 
Inſtruct his LoK DSHIP in the right No- 
tion of Enthuſiaſm, by mending his Defini- 


tion of it. My Lok p defines it to be a 
* ſtrong Perſuaſion on the Mind, that they 


*are guided in an extraordinary Manner, 
by immediate Impulſes and Impreſſions of 
„ the Spirit of God.” You tell us he 
ſhould have ſaid “ ſtrong but grounaleſs 
« Perſuaſion,” and then it would have been 
to his LORDSHIP's Purpoſe. 


But I apprchend it more to his Purpoſe, 
to leave out the Word groundleſs. For, 
had that Word been inſerted, it would have 


been at leaſt a facit Conceſſion that ſome 
ſuch 


1 


ſuch Perſuaſions might or be groundleſs: 
— A Conceſſion, contrary to the whole 
Tenor of his Lox DPSH IP's Argument, as 
well as to the plain Truth of the Matter. 
I fay contrary to Truth, becauſe --- ſince 
all extraordinary Impulſes of the Spirit, as 
well as all extraordinary active Powers, de- 
legated to Mankind from the Spirit, ſince 
all theſe have long ſince ceaſed, together 
with that Neceſſity that firſt introduced 
them; it follows that all Perſuaſions of the 
former, as well as Pretences to the latter, 


muſt of Courſe be groundleſs. 


But, before TI go any further, it ſeems 
expedient to add a Word or two concerning 
the true Nature of thoſe miraculous Gifts 
we are here ſpeaking of; a Point which you 
ſeem to want Inſtruction in, much more 
than my LORD of London does, in the 
Nature of Enthuſiaſm. Obſerve therefore 
that theſe præternatural Gifts, (which St. 
Paul enumerates in 1 Cor. xii. and which 
ſome Divines call A νν,pd, and others 
Gratiz gratis date) were in number nine: 
and theſe nine are, I think, reducible to 
two general Heads or Claſſes. Five of 

C 2 them 
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them may not improperly be called mmiracu- 
lous paſſrue Impulſes of the holy Spirit, 
upon the Spirits of Men; and the other four 
were miraculous active Powers, communi- 
cated alſo by the ſame Spirit to the Spirits 
of Men. Of the former Sort, I judge, were 
i. The Word of Wiſdom, or an inſpired 
Knowledge of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation in 
general. 2. The Word of Knowledge, 
which was partly what we now call Pro- 
phecy, or a Knowledge of Things future. 
I fay partly, becauſe this Gift comprehend- 
ed allo a Knowledge of Things diſtant, or 
ſecret; as alſo a Knowledge of the Divine 
Will in regard to particular Actions to be 
done, or Steps to be taken. 3. Faith; not 
the common ſading Faith, — but — an in- 
ſpired Affurance of Succeſs, previous to the 
undertaking a Miracle, or the undergoing 
a Suffering. 4. Prophecy, or the Gift ſome- 
times of Axpounding, at other Times of 
Praying by Inſpiration. 5. Diſcerning of 
Spirits, or the Thoughts of Men's Hearts. 
Theſe I call the five miraculous paſſive Im- 
pulſes; and had I Time, I could evince 
from Scripture, and Chriſtian Antiquity, 
that no Holy Man, gifted with any of theſe 
e fie, 
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five, was ever deſtitute of ſome external 
Means of evincing his own Veracity. (Pro- 
bably, by being always poſſeſſed of one or 
more of theſe four, which I term iraculous 
active Powers) which if you offer to deny, 
(and I know it is a Poſition that mmnſt Gall 


you) III join Iſſue and Conteſt the Point 


with you. Theſe four were, 1. Healing Diſ- 
eaſes or Wounds. 2. Miracles, or a Power 
of ſuſpending or controlling the ſtated Laws 
of Nature. 3. Tongues. 4. Interpretation 
of Tongues. 


Now, Sir, I think I have ſufficiently 
paved my Way to that admirable piece of 
Dexterity of yours, in Page 11. where you 
quote his Lox DSHI1P for ſaying, that 
falling into Enthuſiaſm is chiefly owing 
« to the want of diſtinguiſhing aright be- 
« tween the ordinary and extraordinary Ope- 
<« rations of the Holy Spirit; ſuch as Mira- 
cles, c.“ and then very flily ſuppoſe, 
that by extraordinary Operations in the laſt 
cited Paſſage, his LokDpsHnHiPp means, 
truly, the ſame as being guided in an extra- 
ordinary Manner juſt above, viz. in his 
Yehnition of Enthuſiaſm. — and if ſo, his 

LORDSHIPS 


L 141 


Lok DSHIP's own Definition, you ſay, 
proves you to be no Enthuſiaſt, — becauſe 

“ you never did pretend to theſe extra- 
< ordinary Operations of Miracles, Tongues, 


Ge. 


But I, Sir, ſuppoſe that my LORD 
means no ſuch Thing. In his Definition of 


Enthuſiaſm, he manifeſtly ſpeaks of a Per- 


ſuaſion of being guided by ſuch miraculous 


paſſtve Impulſes as I have deſcribed ; but in 


the latter Paſſage he ſpeaks of the miracu- 
lous active Powers: Tis eaſy to pretend to 
the former, but no Man in his Senſes can be 
ſuppoſed to pretend to the latter. Accord- 
ingly you are charged, and juſtly charged, 
with pretending to. the miraculous paſſive 
Impulſes ſpoken of in the Definition, and 
therefore according to that Definition, you 
are ſtill an Enthuſiaſt ; and will die one too, 
if you don't lay in a little better ſtock 
of that Letter-learning, you 1o. AF 


deſpiſe. 


As tomy Lo R P's © affirming without 

« any Reſtriction, that a ſtrong Perſuaſion 
of being guided, &c. is Enthuſiaſm in 
* the 
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« the worſt Senſe of the Word, when he 
« elſewhere ſays that God, when he pleaſes 
* CAN ſo work upon the Minds of Men“ 
Pray where is the Inconſiſtence of all this? 
For, though God has undoubtedly ſuch a 
Power, yet you ſee he ceaſes to exert it. 
And if I may ſay it, without ſeeming to 
Dogmatize about the Divine Wiſdom, I do 
with all Humility ſuppoſe, that there arc 
now no other Ends of Providence to be ac- 
compliſh'd, but what are capable of being 
brought about by natural Means, together 
with the ordinary Influences, given more or 
leſs frequent, or more or leſs intenſe. 


Well, Sir, but I charged you, juſt now, 
with pretending to miraculous paſſiue Im- 
pulſes, when the Charge, you'll ſay, is rea- 
dy denied to my Hands, in the very next 
Sentence, Page 11. where © you lay claim 
to none but the ordinary Gifts and Influ- 
<« ences of the Spirit.” But for my part, I 
cannot imagine what Spirit could Influence 
you to ſhuffle and prevaricate after ſo ex- 
traordinary a Manner; when you freely 
own, Page 23. that © there are ſome parti- 
* cular Promiſes which God has ſo /fronely 

« impre{/ed, 
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&« impreſſed, and does ftill impreſs upon 
« your Heart, that you verily believe they 


will be fulfilled.” Pray, Sir, by what 


Kind of Logic do you make thoſe PART 1- 
CULAR Promiſes of God, ſo STRONGLY 
impreſſed npon your Heart, to be no more 
than ORDINARY Influences of God's Spirit ? 
And are not every one of thoſe Expreſſions 
my LokD has pick'd out of your Journals, 
where you ſpeak of yourſelf or your own 
Actions, Inſtances of your claiming either 
ſome extraordinary Gift, or ſome extraordi- 
nary Influence of the Spirit? | 


I come next to the Criticiſm you paſs in 
Page 12, on this Expreſſion of my Lokp's, 
— that © the ordinary Gifts, however real 
and certain in themſelves, are no other- 
« wiſe diſcernible than by their Fruits and 
Effects.“ It ſeems he ſhould have ſaid, 
— diſcernible #9 others. — © Becauſe, fay 
you, “tis poſſible for one to feel Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt” (to hi he feels it you 
mean) © with the reſt of his Fruits, which 
* he has no Opportunity of diſcoyering to 
others, and which conſequently, at 

that 


/ [ r7 1 
« that Time, may not be diſcernible to 
d « others.” 


5 No, Sir, nor diſcernible to himſelf nei- 
of ther, ſo as that he can be ſure it is the In- 
| fluence of the Holy Ghoſt. This he can 
be ſure of only from the Effects, from 
the praCtical Influence it ſhall haye upon 
his future Conduct. Your own ſaucy Sneer 
upon m LoxD's being affiſted by the bleſJed 
Spirit in Writing his Paſtoral Letter, hap» 
pily leads me to an Inſtance of the Truth of 
this Aſſertion. Pray Sir, when you had 
finiſh'd your Anſwer to that Letter, did 
not ſo valuable a Performance give you a 
[ great deal of inward Joy and Complacency ? 
1 Surely you who equally rejoice at all E- 
vents, both good and bad, muſt be highly 
rejoiced at the Thoughts of having ſo glori- 

ouſly trodden upon Satan's Neck, in the 
Perſon of ſo great an eminent a Chriſtian 

| Bi$Hoep. Well Sir, and what Spirit was 
it that Hep you to Compole this wonderful 
Anſwer ? Doubtleſs, you'll ſay, 'twas the 

lame that filled you with ſo much Joy at 

the Concluſion of it, which you (who 


pretend to do nothing without the Spirit of 
D God) 


[ 18 ] 

God) muſt ſay, was the Holy Spirit. And 
yet it has ſince appeared from the Fruits 
and Hffects, that it could not be the Spirit 
of God, becauſe when that bleſſed Spirit 
has ever vouchſafed to lead Men at all, it 
has ever led them into all Truth; and can 
lead them into nothing elſe. But the Spirit 
that help'd you to Anſwer my LORD of 
London, has evidently led you into a multi- 
tude of Pre varications, Evaſions and Blun- 
ders. Therefore there's an end of your Ar- 
gument, for tis plain you was out in the 
Joy you felt; and aſcribed it to a wrong 
Author. Joy you felt, I'll allow you, but 
you could not feel who it came from. — [ 
hope, Mr. Whitefield, theſe Reaſonings car- 
ry with them their own Evidence. 


Page 13, You endeavour to get clear of 
a twofold Charge of his LokDsSH1P's;--- 


of Suggeſting that © our Church is regardleſs 
© of the Doctrine of Regeneration or New 
Birth ;”—-and of your inſinuating © the Ne- 
« ceſlity of People's ſeeking elſewhere for a 
more Spiritual Service.” For though you 
are not mention'd by Name, I will how- 


cycr, 


[19] 
ever, for Argument's ſake, ſuppoſe that 
you are. 


T grant, you don't charge the Church 
with any ſuch Omiſſion, but you charge 
the Clergy in a Body with neglecting to 
preach upon thoſe Points. And that, Sir, 
is an impudently falſe Charge. For the 
Clergy actually do preach and maintain that 
Doctrine; but would you have them preach 
upon nothing elſe ? They preach it at leaſt 
as often as thoſe Seaſons occur, which the 
Church dedicates to that Subject, and there- 
fore they not only preach what the Church 
maintains, but alſo follow their Rules ſo 
cloſely, as to preach it when the Church di- 
res it. Indeed, you muſt excuſe them for 
taking no Notice of the Pangs that attend 
the New Birth, for being unable to deduce 
any ſuch Thing either from Scripture, Rea- 
ſon, or Experience, they are unwilling to 
take your bare Word for it, without better 
Evidence. 


After all this, you muſt act with your 
uſual Inconſiſtence indeed, if you offer to 


ſhuffle off the ſecond part of the Charge. 
D 2 For 
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For if the Clergy neglect to preach as they 
ought, and you always preach as you fhould, 
and pray by the Spirit too; the People of 
courſe muſt ſeek for a more Spiritual Ser- 
vice from yourſelf. Eſpecially if you do 
but ſucceed in your Endeavours, to per- 
ſuade them that God is better pleaſed with 
being ſerved in the open Air, than under a 
Conſecrated Roof. 


But notwithſtanding your Zeal for the 
Church, I cannot forbear giving Vent to a 
certain Suſpicion of mine. Don't you re- 
member that on Saturday Aprit 21, 1739. 
(The Day that the Spirit ſent you in ſuch a 
hurry to Oxford, to prevent the ill Effects 
of Brother Kinchin's throwing up his Living 
and Fellowſhip) you argued thus with him ; 
* can aſſure you that my being a Miniſter 
* of the Church of England, and preaching 
* its Articles, is a Means, under God, of 
* drawing ſo many after me.” -] know the 
Words are capable of being quibbled into an 
innocent Meaning; but ſtill it ſeems 7o me, 
as if you made uſe of the Orders and Arti- 
cles of the Church, ſomething in the Na- 
tare of a Cloak, to coyer ſome other De- 

ſign ; 
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ſign; or at leaſt with a View chiefly to 
Draw People after you. And what con- 
firms me in this Suſpicion, is, your paſling 
no Cenſure at all upon one Howell Harris, 
a Friend of yours, for being reſolved (Journ. 
3. pag. 48.) to intrude himſelf into the 
Work of the Miniſtry without Orders. 
I preſume then he has no occaſion for Or- 
ders, if he can but draw Numbers after him 
WITHOUT THEM. 


But to proceed, As highly as you ho- 
nour the Service of the Church, yet you 
cannot heartily join with his Lok DSHI 
in thanks to God for a public Service pre- 
pared to our Hands. --- And for what Rea- 
fon? Why, © becauſe it is undeniable that 
« the Spirit of God helps us to pray Ex- 
tempore now, AS WELL AS FOR» 
ME RL X, if the Scriptures be true, 


If the Scriptures be truly underſtood, 
you mean, as I perceive they are not by 
you. For the Texts you alledge (Nom. viii. 
26. and Zach. xii, 10.) are nothing at all to 
the Purpoſe, they both of them allude ma- 
nifeſtly to the miraculous Gift of Prayer 

aboycs» 
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above-mentioned ; as you might haye ſeen 
by the Context, had you taken the leaſt 
Pains to have underſtood it. Thoſe Words 
of St. Paul, the Spirit helps our Infirmities, 
&c. were peculiar to thoſe very early Con- 
verts who had neither the Advantage of 
Liturgies, nor of a compleat Canon of Scrip- 
ture to direct them how or what to pray 
ſor. Tas therefore neceſſary that 7hey (or 
a competent Number of them in behalf of the 
reſt) ſhould pray by the Spirit, or by Inſpi- 
ration, becauſe they had no other guide to 
pray by. But, that Neceſlity as well as 
the Gift itſelf, ceaſed upon the Supply of 
thoſe two Defects, which was about the 
cloſe of the Apoſtolic Age. For the Canon 
of Scripture was then compleated, and Li- 
turgies compoſed for moſt of the Churches. 
And (as they had that Convenience) com- 
poſed, no doubt of it, from the Words of 
thoſe Inſpired Oracles, who had the Gift of 
Prayer properly ſo called. And as the 
main Part of our Liturgy is taken from 
thoſe Ancient ones, twould be no bold 
ſtroke to afhrm it was given by Inſpiration, 
As to what you ſay of God's © aſſiſting us in 
© the Performance of Prayer,” he does it by 
keeping 
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keeping cloſe our Attention, and warming 
our Devotion. And this ſurely is beſt effected 
in the uſe of a pre-compoſed Form, which 
pre=cludes the Neceſlity of our caſting about 
in our Minds either for fitneſs of Matter 
or Propriety of Expreſſion. --- So much for 
Extempore Prayer. 


Page 16, we find that my Lo Ro is fo 
bad a Man, as not only to deny God's 
immediate Aſſiſtance in our Addreſſes to the 
Throne of Grace, (which is a flat Falſchood, 
for he directly affirms it) but he alto de- 
nies it in our particular Actions. Which 
is another. What he plainly means is this; 
In thoſe Actions where there really is a 
co-operation of God's Spirit, we cannot pre- 
tend to pronounce what Proportion the co- 
operation of the Spirit bears, to the ſingle 
Operation of our own Minds. Nor can 
we ever affirm, that any one particular 
Thought or Action is certainly the folc 
Effect of the Spirit, without any co-ope- 
ration of our own Minds. --- Here you 
interrupt the Quotation with this pert In- 
terrogative. (My LORD, who ever a{- 
« firmed that there was no co-operation of 
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« our own Minds, together with the Im- 
« pulſe of the Spirit of God?“ 


Why you, Sir, have affirmed that and 
much more. You have publiſh'd to all the 
World Actions of your own, done not only 
without the co-operation of your own Mind, 
but — in direct Oppoſition t it. The very 
firſt of thoſe Floſculations my LORD has 
taken the Pains to pick out of your Jour- 
nals, is an eminent Inftance of this. It 
ſeems, on a certain Day, while you lay 
ſomewhere at Anchor, you intended to 
« ſtay on board to write Letters; but God 
being pleaſed to ſhew you it was not 
« his Will, you went on Shore again.” 
Now, Sir, how did the Impulſe that ſent 
you a-Shore, co-operate with your Inten- 
tion of ſtaying on Board to write Letters. 
Soon follows another of the ſame Sort. — 
Intended to preach at Fort Simons, and 
« the next Day at St. Andrew's, but — 
Lord thou called'ſt me elſewhere.” Did 
the Lord's calling you from both theſe 
Places, contrary to your own Intention, co- 
operate with your Intention of Preaching a 
both of them, Who was it that laid claim 

at 
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at the foot of Page 11. to only the ordinary 
Influences of the Spirit? J find it will ſome- 
times happen, that People, who ought to 
bave the beſt of Memories ſhall have the 
worſt. If you uſe theſe and the like Ex- 
preſſions, only to make the Ignorant take 
you for ſomebody more than Ordinary, you 
then are ſomething, which for good Manners 
ſhall here be nameleſs. If you have no ſuch 
Intention, why do you make uſe of ſuch 
Expreſſions as can carry no other Idea to 
any Ears that hear them ? 


But to return, you charge my LokD, as 
I was obſerving, with denying the imme- 
diate Aſſiſtance of the Spirit in our particu- 
lar Actions, when he only denies the Poſ- 
ſibility of our being ſure of it when we real- 
ly are ſo aſſiſted; or of our being able to 
ſay poſitively how far we are aſſiſted by it. 
Theſe, ſays my LokD, are things we dare 
not ſay. You pertly reply — Indeed my 
LoxD—1 dare ſay them. But, Sir, if you 
do, you dare ſay any thing; for his Lord- 
ſhip's Words carry their own Evidence with 
them, much better than your Reaſonimgs do. 


For a Co-operation 1 is not to be diſtinguith' 4 
E from 


. 
ſrom an Operation, for that very Reaſon, be- 
cauſe it is a Co-operation. Were it an Ope- 
ration contrary t, or diſtinct from the Ope- 
ration of our own Minds, I grant you, it 
might have been felt in itſelf as well as in 
its Conſequences; but as the Cafe now 
ſtands, it cannot be ſo felt, becauſe a Co- 
operation 1s nothing more than our own 
Operation render'd more Intenſe. And this 
is a full Anſwer to what immediately fol- 
lows—< Cannot your LoxDSHI fee} the 
« Wind then? Does not your LorDSHiP 
« know when it makes an Impreſſion upon 
« your Body? So eaſy it is for a Spiritual 
« Man to know when the holy Spirit makes 
« an Impreſſion upon him.” Not quite ſo 
eaſy you ſee.— Nor does the Analogy be- 
tween the Wind (or rather the Air) and the 
Spirit lic in the SENSIBILITY of the former, 
but in the ſecret and imperceptible Manner 
in which it operates. You go on to ask, — 
« and where, my Lox, is the Abſurdity 
of ſaying, that the Holy Spirit may 
in the minuteſt Circumſtance direct and 
rule our Hearts” ? J anſwer, there is none 


at all, provided you mean only a Co-opera- 


tion, the Abſurdity lies in your pretending 
: to 
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to point out each of thoſe minute Circum- 
ſtances. For ſurely you won't pretend that 


every Man is ſo directed in every minute 
Circumſtance. 


Page 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. What 
a String of diſengenuous Quirks, and mean 
Evaſions, well worthy of their Author, are 
we entertained with throughout the whole 
Courſe of theſe ſix Pages! You take it for 
granted (page 18.) © that you are one of 
« thoſe Men whom his LokrDsa1P thinks 
« ſhould be called upon for tome reaſonable 
* Evidence of a Divine Commiſſion”? I ve- 
rily believe you are; but I perccive t hat his 


LokDSHIP may call upon you long enough 
before you'll be able to give him one. 


What are your Prieſts Orders to the preſent 
Purpoſe? My Lokp taxes you with pre- 
tending to a Divine Commiſſion, perſonal 
and peculiar to your ſelf, in Contra- diſtinction 
to that which is given to all law fully or- 
dained Prieſts in general. And will you, who 
{ct your Name to thoſe Journals, offer to 
deny this Charge? Your Prieſts Orders don't 
fave you; they are indeed a divine Commiſ- 
ſion, but different you ſee from what you 

E 2 pre- 
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pretend to. They are a Commiſſion #9 
preach the word of God, and adminiſter the 
Sacraments in the Congregation where thou 
ſhalt be lawfully appointed thereunto. And 
it grieves all good Men, to ſee with what 
Infolence you fly in the Face of that very 
Divine Commiſſion, to which you are now 
reduced to fly for Refuge: At the ſame time 
perhdiouſly trampling upon thoſe Canons of 
your Church to which your Obedience is 
duc.— The Silly Dilemma in page 19, that 
« the Biſhop muſt either deny his own Com- | 
*& miſſion to be Divine, or allow yours to . 
be ſo”, deſerves no Anſwer. 


You next endeayour to evade the Charge 
of pretending to extraordinary Communi- 
cations with God, by a piece of Prevarica- 
tion parallel to the former. You flouriſh a- 
way againſt two Senſes of the Words, nei- 
ther of which my Loo can be ſuppoſed to 
affix to em, and then take no notice of that | 
true Senſe in which he evidently uſes em. — 

Oh! Chriſtian Sincerity whither art thou 
fled! zd Journal p. 29. 
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After what has been faid, the moſt ordi- 
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nary Reader will with eaſe perceive how 
meanly you evade the three Charges quoted 
from Pages 28, 29, 31. of his Lordſhips 
Letters. The true Senſe of em fully ap- 
pears from the Citations brought to ſupport 
each of em; thoſe Citations ſtill ſtare you in 
the Face, and cry aloud to be honeſtly an- 
ſwered, or ingenuouſly granted and given up. 


Page 22, abounds with freſh Inſtances of 
that Humility aud Reverence which is due 
from a Presbyter to a Biſhop of the Church 
of God: and of that Love and Meakneſs 
» which becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. 
© Tr ſeems if your Audiences had not been uſit- 
*. ally prick'd to the Heart at your Preaching, 
you might have taken up the Prophets La- 
mentation. —Oh! My Leanneſs, my Lean. 
neſs! A modeſt Hint, J preſume, that all 
other Preachers may take it up. 


But, Sir, T have ſeen your Audiences 
prick'd to the Heart at your Doctrine, when 

I knew of no Man there who need to be 
| prick'd to the Heart at it, but yourſelf for 
| Preaching it. When the poor Creatures 
haye been made to believe that after Repen- 
tance, 
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tance, Faith, Baptiſm, attendance on the 
Worſhip and Ordinances of God, and the 
Practice of all moral, ſocial and religious 
Duties. That after all this they are yet in 
the high Road to Damnation, as much as if 
they never had heard of the Name of Chriſt, 
this indeed, I muſt confeſs is enough to 
make em cry out with the trembling Gaol- 
er, What muſt we do to be ſaved. 

We find in your Writings, that this 
Queſtion has often been put to you ; but 
pray, did you ever give an honeſt Anſwer to 
it? As I don't find you ever did, I ſhall en- 
deayour to do it for you. You ſhould have 
ſpoke thus, or ſomething like it. © Tho' 
« the Goſpel, my Chriſtian Brethren, be in- 
« deed, like its Author, the ſame yeſterday, 
« to day, and for ever, yet—not ſo are the 
« Circumſtances of its Hearers. 'TheſeWords 
« are an Inſtance of this, — The, Goaler here 
« mentioned was an unbaptized Heathen 
Roman; had juſt ſeen a notable Miracle 
« wrought in behalf of the Apoſtles, where- 
« by he /aw that God was with them and 
“not with Himſelf. He, conſequently, had 
« reaſon to tremble, at a Senſe of his be- 
ing out of the Road to Salvation, and 
deſti- 
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deftitute of the Means of Grace. But 
<« you, my Brethren are in another Caſe. 


Ton have the Happineſs of being Bap- 
tized into the Chriſtian Faith; and tho? 
you ought indeed to tremble with a pi- 
ous Awe for fear you tread awry, yet you 
are not to think your ſelves out of the 


« Path to Heaven when you really are in 
« it. And, the way to keep in it, is Not 
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to forſake the Altars of the Living God, 


to follow the bleating of Jeroboam's Calves 
in Dan and in Bethel, but—to keep con- 
ſtantly to your Churches on Sundays; — 
there to hearken to the Inſtructions, Ad- 
monitions, and Reproofs of your own Pa- 
rochial Clergy (who are both able and 
willing to do their Duty) and on thoſe 
other ſix Days, which God has given you 
chiefly for the Work and Buſineſs of this 
World, take care to behave your ſelves 
in your ſeveral lawful Callings with Ho- 
neſty, Diligence, and Sobriety. Then 
ſhall you be of courſe rewarded with the 
unſpeakable Comforts of God's holy Spi- 
rit in th;s World, and with immortal 
Happineſs and Glory in the World to 
come. — This, Sir, is the Purport of what 

vou 
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you ſhould always anſwer to that Queſtion ; 
and if you never made any ſuch Anſwer as this, 
*tis you yourſelf that have the beſt right to 
take up the Prophet's Lamentation, and- 
cry out — Oh ! my Leanneſs im Lean- 
neſs ! 


We come now to the Claim you lay to 
the Spirit of Prophecy, which you ſoften 
into ſome particular Promiſes that God has 
made you. But, Sir, as thoſe Promiſes are 
of a prophetic Nature, why don't you give 
them out boldly before they come to paſs ? 
*Tis the very beſt Thing you can do; for I 
know of nothing that would ſooner conyert 
the World to Methodiſm, than ſeeing ſome 
of your Prophecies fairly fulfilled. I fay 


fairly, becauſe to deal plainly with you, L 
don't much like your preſent way of Pro- 
phecying. You either give us both the 


Prophecy and the Accompliſhment within 
a few Pages of one another, or elſe you 
foretell ſuch Things as muſt of neceſſity come 
to paſs. Of this Latter, I ſhall entertain my 
Reader with two Inftances. Upon your 
return from Georgia, you foretold you 
ſhould be caſt upon a certain I and. And 

what, 
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what Worider ; for if you are loſt by the 
way, you neyer come Home to be laught 
at for your Miſtake. If you do come Home, 
your Prophecy muſt be fulfilled; in ſome 
Meafure, becauſe your Veſſel is bound for 
the Iſland of Great Britain. But, pray, 
how was this fulfilled upon your landing on 
the Iſle of Karrigholt? How was you Caſt 
upon that Iſland? You fay you made to it 
with' a fair Wind, — then Anchored, --- 
then dreſſed, --- then went a-Shore by In- 
Vitation, === and then made a hearty Meal 
upon Milk and Butter, which you 
tell us the Gentleman's Maid very civilly 
brought forth in a lordly Diſh: How then 
were you Caſt here? I think if the good- 
neſs of your Milk and Butter equalled the 
Lotdlineſs of your Diſh, it was a /ucky Caſt 


for you, and not a ſuffering one as you had 


foretold. 


Alike are your Prophecies of the Oppoſes 
tions of the falſe Prophets: Meaning, I 
preſume, the Clergy of your own Church; 
more eſpecially ſuch wicked Oppoſers as my⸗ 
ſelf, Sir, TI maintain this to be no. fait 


Prophecy. | 
F Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe you give out a Prophecy early 
in the Morning, that you ſhall come Home 
with your Head miſerably broke at Night; 
and particularly by ſome Body cloathed in 
Red. Upon this you take your Rounds, 
behave civilly and courteouſly to every 
Body elſe, but inſult and abuſe all the 
Military Men you meet with. In this 
Caſe you certainly come Home with your 
Prophecy heartily fulfilled upon you; — 
and what Wonder? So with regard to the 
Clergy, --- you ſet out with a fixt Reſo- 
lution of behaving and preaching in ſuch a 
Manner, as you know the Clergy neither 
can nor ought to bear with, — and then 
foretell great Oppoſitions from them. In 
ſuch a Manner, may ſuch Prophecies of ſuch 
Prophets ever be fulfilled ! 


If this is the Manner in which you make 
good the abundance of your Revelations, you 
muſt expect to be buffeted for it, by ſome 


that you perhaps, will be apt to call Meſ- 
ſengers of Satan. 


What you ſay, Page 23. in Defence of 
hatac- 
ter 


your ſpeaking in the Language and C 


- 


1 
wk 


oy - 
FT. a 
#7 . Y 1 * 
* 2 — 2 


* — 
. 0 * 
„ mm . b ok 


. 
* be * . " of 4 _ 
4 55 * 8 * | * : ey — 5 


32 1 


ter of the firſt Apoſtles, and even of Chriſt 
himſelf — deſerving no manner of Anſwer, 
— T haſten to that © New Goſpel of yours, 
* which will always be unknown (I hope 
© ſo, at leaſt) to the generality of Miniſters 
and People, even in a Chriſtian Country, 
„if his LORDSHIP's Clergy follow his 
«LoRDSHiIP's Directions,“ — as J hope 
they __ will. 


My LoxD hopes that when his Clergy 
« preach on ,Juſtification by Faith alone, 
the y*3xpRin it in ſuch a Manner as to 
* Kats fo Doubt upon People's Minds, 
« whether good Works are a neceſſary Con- 
« dition of their being juſtified in the ſight 
« of God.” — Don't let us ſpend Time, 
now, in quibbling upon the Word Condition, 


but anſwer me this plain Queſtion. — Has 


God enjoined us to perform good Works or 


no? — If they are enjoined they are neceſ- 


fary, or elſe that Injunction ſignifies nothing: 


And if they are neceſſary, how can we be 
Juſtified without them? Or what ſigniſies 
* our being juſtified here by Faith, if we are 
damned hereafter for want of Works? If 
Paith, a a bare ſpeculative Faith, be alone 
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ſufficient to this End, without A N V regard 
to Works paſt, preſent or to come, as you 
elſewhere advance, the Devil is then as 
valuable a true Believer as Mr. Whitefield 
himſelf. Nay more fo, for he not only be- 
lieves aud irembles, but alſo knows 2 * 


feels. Sir, we are juſtified neither fur nor 


by good Works, but for and by the ſole 
Merits of Chriſt, apprehended and applied 
to ourſelves — by Faith. But yet you ſee 
good Works are a neceſſary Condition of 
our being juſtified, or, in other Words, 
good Works are that without which we 
ſhall not be juſtified, 


And this, forſooth, is the Doctrine that 
entitles you to fly in the Face of your 
D1oCESAN, with ſuch unparallel'd Pride 
and Impudence! Were he wrong, does not 
the Character he is Inveſted with entitle 
him to a more decent Treatment? Is this 


the Reſpect due from ſuch a Prieſt to fach 


a Biſhop ? Is it thus you return the glo- 
rious Stands my Lox  »D of London has 
made in eyexy Gap, through which ay 
Danger has ever threatened the Peace or 
Welfare of the Church? Oh Chriſtian 

Humility, 
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Humility, whether art thou fled ! Tis hig 
Time indeed, that all Well -wiſhers to the 
Church ſhould begin moſt earneſtly to pray 
for your Reformation and Amendment. 
Therefore, that God may give 2's a 
e ſounder Underſtanding in all 
S 
Obedient Son to your Diocsa , and 
a worthier Son of the Church, is the hearty 
Prayer of, 


STR 
Your Affectionate Brother, 


New-Church at Dar- zn Ckriſt, 


ora, Sept. 1, 1739. ; 
James BAT x. 


P. 8. As to the Charge you bring againſt 


your Indotent, Earthly-minded, Pleaſure- 


taking Brethren — meaning (I preſume) all 
your Brethren, except about half a dozen 
of your own Perſuaſion, — tis below No- 
tice, being daily confuted by their Lives 
and Doctrine, And as to Mr. Seward's 
Converſion, who attended, it ſeems, dili- 
gently upon the Means of Grace, without 


being 
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IR ever the better for it; - Does not 

+ ſuppoſe that God has drdained Means 
of Gra: which are no Means of Grace? A 
piece of Nonſenfe this, parallel to the wiſe 
Judgment you form of the Qualers, (3d 
Journ. p. 59.) whoſe Notions of being led by 
the Spirit are right and good you ay, tho 
in the ſame Period, you confeſs that they are 
kd into two ſuch egregious Blunders (con- 
demned even by yourſelf) as the rejecting 
both the Uſe of Sacraments, and the Main- 
tenance of an Eftabliſh'd M1iN1sSTRY. 


„Fa N © 
Where may be had, 
By the ſame AUTHOR, (Price 64.) 
The Practice of Religion and Virtue the only ſure Foun- 
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dation of Friendſhip. 
SERMON 1 at St UL'S 
DEPTFORD, Kent; on the 241] . 


1738. Before a Sclect Number of — 
who Stile themſelves The Order of Ubi 
And when Jehu was departed thence, be li obred 
on Jehonadab tbe Son of Rechab, coming to 
meet bim, and be ſaluted him, and ſaid to him, 
Is thine Heart right, as my Heart is with thy: 
Heart? and Jehonadab anſwered, it is. If 

1 be, give me thine Hand; and be gave 2 


i, Hand. 2 Kings x. 15. 
5 The Brethren of the Order of Uziquax1axs, make them» 


Bands, known to one znether, by a pa:ticular Manner of ſhaking 
ands, 


